
There is now an increasingly well-developed body of social science research about how law shapes
behavior. This forms the basis for a behavioural jurisprudence that can enlighten legal professionals,
from frontline regulators to legislators, about how they can operate the law to reduce human and
organizational misconduct. Behavioural jurisprudence shows that, for law to reduce harmful and illegal
behavior, it must embrace a holistic approach. This necessitates a combination of interventions that
address the root causes of the misconduct. Drawing on in-depth interviews with Chinese prosecutors
and police officers, this presentation will assess to what extent there is a fertile ground for adopting
such a holistic approach in Chinese criminal legal practice, as advocated in behavioural jurisprudence. 
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Benjamin van Rooij is Professor of Law and Society at the Faculty of Law, University of
Amsterdam. He directs the Center for Law and Behavior, also at the University of Amsterdam. He
is also a Global Professor of Law at the University of California, Irvine. He studies and teaches
about the interaction between law and behavior. His current research focuses on individual
differences in compliance, toxic corporate culture, and assumptions about behavioral change.
His past work looked at compliance, regulatory law enforcement and  access to  justice in China 

CHAIR:

Benjamin VAN ROOIJ

1 6  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 4  ( T u e s d a y )   1 2 : 3 0 p m - 1 : 3 0 p m
Academic Conference Room, 11/F, Cheng Yu Tung Tower, HKU
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Prior registration is required for this in-person event: https://bit.ly/43KDwQ
 For inquiries, please contact Phoenix To at ccpl@hku.hk.

Shuyu Huang is pursuing her PhD in Law at the University of Amsterdam. She is a founding
member of the Center for Law and Behavior, also at the University of Amsterdam. She engages
in research and teaching on law and society, and frequently speaks at international
conferences. She specializes in empirical socio-legal studies. Her current research focus on the
Chinese criminal justice system, crime prevention, and corporate compliance. Prior to academia,
she was a lawyer in prestigious international law firms, specializing in corporate compliance and
investigations.

Shuyu HUANG

in a comparative perspective. He has served co-editor of Regulation & Governance, and founding convener of
ComplianceNet a global network of compliance scholars. He currently leads an ERC-funded research project about
behavioral assumptions in the field of law. In addition, he collaborates with an interdisciplinary team to study how
organizational culture affects organizational misconduct. He is the co-author of The Behavioral Code (Beacon Press 2021),
and co-editor of The Cambridge Handbook of Compliance (CUP 2021) and Measuring Compliance (CUP 2022).
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