
Significant interest of late has explored the utility and efficacy of discursively articulating
international human rights with gay rights across the African continent with the intent to address
sexuality-based discrimination in a range of countries. This presentation will first explore the utility of
the deployment of such legal discourses to address sexuality-based discrimination before outlining,
across three inter-related spheres, a series of challenges that can also emerge through such an
approach. Such challenges, which pivot around concerns related to legitimacy, spatial inequality,
and socio-spatial relationships potentially allow us to critically interrogate when and how human
rights discourse may be effective or not based on the particularities of African development. Drawing
on this framework developed in relation to human rights, this presentation then considers how the
same three concerns may be effectively deployed to consider other internationally-derived
approaches to support the needs of non-heteronormative groups on the continent, considering both
their benefits, challenges, and potential trade-offs. To conclude, this presentation suggests that
greater consideration can be given to the ways in which various international discourses and policy
processes interface in different African contexts, and especially urban contexts. 
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