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 The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region is now in its third decade and many 

commentators would agree that a crisis is brewing. Beijing has reacted harshly to the 

rhetoric of the small localist movement and intervened in ways that threaten the 

promised “high degree of autonomy,” as well as Hong Kong’s longstanding traditions 

of civil liberties, rule of law and clean government.  Professor Petersen argues that both 

the Chinese government and certain pro-democracy advocates in Hong Kong have 

adopted unduly rigid positions, making it increasingly difficult for moderates to bridge 

the divide.  She proposes a new approach to preserve Hong Kong’s autonomy, one that 

relies less on street protests and more on gaining international recognition for the right 

to practice internal self-determination.  She also argues that the United Nations should 

be taking a more active role in monitoring “One Country, Two Systems”. Internal self-

determination has long been recognized as a peaceful mechanism for resolving disputes.  

However, if One Country, Two Systems ultimately fails to provide Hong Kong with 

meaningful autonomy, then separatist movements around the world will be less likely 

to accept internal self-determination as an alternative to independence. 
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