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A BILL

To

﻿﻿
Amend the Criminal Procedure Ordinance to give the court a discretion to permit a complainant to give evidence by way of a live television link in proceedings in respect of a specified sexual offence within the meaning of section 117(1) of the Crimes Ordinance (Cap 200); and to provide for related matters.

Enacted by the Legislative Council.
1.
Short title 

This Ordinance may be cited as the Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Ordinance 2016.
2.
Criminal Procedure Ordinance amended


The Criminal Procedure Ordinance (Cap 221) is amended as set out in section 3.
3.
Section 79B amended (evidence by live television link)

After section 79B(3)—
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Add


“(3A).
Where a complainant within the meaning of section 156(8) of the Crimes Ordinance (Cap 200) is to give evidence in proceedings in respect of a specified sexual offence within the meaning of section 117(1) of the Crimes Ordinance (Cap 200), the court may, on application or on its own motion, permit the complainant to give evidence by way of a live television link, subject to such conditions as the court considers appropriate in the circumstances.”.
_______________
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Paragraph 1 

Explanatory Memorandum
The main object of this Bill is to amend the Criminal Procedure Ordinance (Cap 221) to give the court a discretion to permit a complainant to give evidence by way of a live television link in proceedings in respect of a specified sexual offence within the meaning of section 117(1) of the Crimes Ordinance (Cap 200), in order to enhance the protection to such a complainant in the court. 
