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Chinese records from the end of the 16th century defined the chain of islands off the
Hokkien (Mdr. Fujian) coast including the Matsu, Wuku (Mdr. Wugiu) and Penghu Islands,
as the front line of coastal defence. The Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands route connects Ryukyu
and Hokkien by a straight line east and west, with the Matsu Islands sitting at the western
entrance. This puts the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands far outside the limits of China’s coastal
defence line. The officially recognized territory of both the Min and Shin Empires extended
only as far as the continental coastline, with the exception of the island territories of Kainan
(Mdr. Hainan) and Taiwan prefecture. Officially speaking, all other islands fell outside
Chinese territory. This would remain the status quo until the early years of the Republic of
China.
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Professor Ishiwi is an Associate Professor at the Nagasaki Junshin Catholic University in
Japan and a Special Researcher with the Cabinet Secretariat Commissioned Research
Project on the Documents Relating to the Senkaku Islands. His works include: "Senkaku
Refutation Manual 100", 2014, Shukousha Publication, (LEIRE~ =2 7 /L HE) -
B JEE<=; "Three Discussions on Chogyosho/Tiuyutsui History, Handout material of The
4th Research Forum on The East China Sea Problem, The Tokyo Foundation & Institute of
Japanese Studies in Chinese Academy of Social Sciences” 2016, (#VFAlfES =E) » &
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&kl and "The True History of Senkakus, China Can Not Refute”, Sekihei (creator),
ISHIWI Nozomu (supervise historical documents), Fusosha Publishing Inc., 2017 (=}
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