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Liu Xiaobo was charged with committing the offence of instigating the subversion of the political power of the state
through slandering under Article 105(2) of the Criminal Code of the People’s Republic of China for publishing several
articles on the Internet, drafting the “Charter 08”, and seeking other people to sign it. On 25 December 2009, the Beijing
First Intermediate People's Court decided that Liu was guilty. He was sentenced to 11 years’ imprisonment and deprived of
political rights for 2 years.

The Court did not provide detailed reasons in the judgement on what things were said in the articles by Liu that constituted
slandering. The Court just listed extracts of those articles in the judgement. The judgment also did not explain what were
the acts committed by Liu that constituted “instigating the subversion of the political power.” Liu’s defence was that he
was only exercising his constitutional rights of freedom of expression. The Court also did not provide any concrete
justification for ruling that Liu’s speeches had crossed the boundary of freedom of expression. The reasoning of the Court
in Liu’s judgement raised the concerns of many people. In this seminar, experts in Chinese criminal law, Chinese
constitutional law and international human rights laws will analyze whether the judgement can satisfy the requirements of
Chinese criminal law, Chinese constitutional law and international human rights laws. The reason for the Beijing
Government to have prosecuted and detained Liu at this particular moment is also the concern of many people. In this
seminar, experts will look beyond the trial of Liu Xiaobo and analyze the significance of Charter 08 drafted by Liu on the
prospect of political reform and constitutionalism in China.

28— 80 1st Session : SUBEFEAYEEA The Trial of Liu Xiaobo

BRSO HES, B8 AREEBBREE (Professor Johannes Chan, SC, Faculty of Law, HKU)
BEGHE FHXNREEBBREHE (Professor Fu Hualing, Faculty of Law, HKU)

28 —f Second Session :  (B/\REE) KEE The Significance of Charter 08

29, BUAFERRE (Ching Cheong, Political Commentator)
RBEEHE, FHE AR ZESBREIHIE (Associate Professor Benny Tai, Faculty of Law, HKU)

LA\BESREE / ZEFEERE (Seminar will be conducted in Cantonese / Putonghua.)

Simultaneous interpretation for Putonghua will be provided.
RSVP: Flora Leung at fkleung@hku.hk to reserve a place.
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