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Minxin Pei is the Tom and Margot Pritzker '72 Professor of 
Government at Claremont McKenna College and a non-resident 
senior fellow of the German Marshall Fund of the United States, 
a think tank based in Washington.  He was a senior associate at 
the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace between 1999 
and 2009, and taught at Princeton University from 1992 to 
1998.  He is the author of China's Crony Capitalism: Dynamics of 
Regime Decay (Harvard, 2016) China's Trapped Transition: The 
Limits of Developmental Autocracy (Harvard, 2006), and From 
Reform to Revolution: The Demise of Communism in China and 
the Soviet Union (Harvard, 1994).  He received his Ph.D. in 
political science from Harvard University in 1991. 

Theories of democratic transition suggest that the survival of one-party rule in 
China will face increasing challenges in the coming decade.  But a large number 
of observers also insist that China is exceptional.  What is the prospect of a 
regime transition in China despite its poor odds at the moment? We will rely on 
insights from recent cases of transitions and empirical data from China to 
conduct a systematic analysis on the likelihood and possible scenarios of a regime 
transition in China in the coming 10-15 years. 
 


