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As the recent District Court judgment that prohibited bar operators from holding 
“Ladies’ Night” shows, discrimination law can be controversial. In a recent monograph 
published by the Oxford University Press, A Theory of Discrimination Law, Dr Tarunabh 
Khaitan provides a philosophical defence of discrimination law. This account places 
liberty, not equality, at the heart of discrimination law. It provides a common foundation 
for the prohibition of direct and indirect discrimination and provision for reasonable 
accommodation. This Dialogue considers various themes of the book, described as “an 
engaging, and engaged, work on an important area of law, by one of the most interesting 
new voices in legal theory.” (Leslie Green, University of Oxford) 

Puja Kapai is an Associate Professor of Law at the University of Hong 

Kong where she serves as the Director of the Centre for Comparative and 

Public Law, Director of the Summer Social Justice Internship Programme, 

Convenor of the Women’s Studies Research Centre and Chairs HKU's 

Equal Opportunity Committee’s Working Group on Gender Identity, 

Sexual Orientation and Race.  
She has also published widely on gender-based and race-related violence 

and oppression and is a recipient of the 2015 Hong Kong Woman of 

Courage Award from the United States Consulate General, Hong Kong. 

Tarun Khaitan is an Associate Professor and the Hackney Fellow in Law 

at Wadham College. He is also an Associate of the Oxford Human Rights 

Hub. He completed his undergraduate studies (BA LLB Hons) at the 

National Law School (Bangalore) between 1999-2004. He then attended 

Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar and completed his postgraduate studies (BCL 

with distinction, MPhil with distinction, DPhil) at Exeter College. Before 

joining Wadham, he was the Penningtons Student in Law at Christ 

Church. His main areas of research interests are discrimination law theory 

and Indian public law. 
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