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Biblical law is one of the most remarkable bodies of law the world has ever seen. Yet 
despite its cultural influence and staying power, it is not always well understood. This 
lecture considers how we should conceive of biblical law, legal thinking and legal 
institutions by setting the biblical texts in their ancient Near Eastern literary, social and 
theological context. It argues that we should see biblical law as an 
integration of different instructional genres of the Bible. In doing so, we are better placed 
to appreciate the substantive and presentational differences between biblical law and 
modern legal concepts and legal assumptions. 
 
Dr. Jonathan Burnside is Reader in Biblical Law at the School of Law, University of 
Bristol and author of several books exploring the relationship between law, theology and 
criminology including most recently "God, Justice and Society: Aspects of Law and 
Legality in the Bible" (Oxford University Press, 2010). For further information see: 
www.seekjustice.co.uk    
 

All are Welcome! 
To register for this event please visit: 

http://hkuems1.hku.hk/hkuems/ec_hdetail.aspx?guest=Y&ueid=17213 
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