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The growth of international law over the last decades has influenced a wide range of 
relationships among different agents on the international and national legal scales. From human 
rights to commercial transactions, international law now increasingly affects the daily lives of 
every individual in significant ways.  Given this ever-growing influence of international law, 
one might ask who is responsible for the development of international law today.   

A proper answer would need to delve beyond simple references to states and 
international organisations.  To what extent (if at all), does the individual have a say in the way 
that international law is articulated in the modern world?  According to the Montevideo 
Convention, people are a fundamental component of statehood. If that is right, then people 
both define state practice and are affected by the international law that state practice ostensibly 
generates.  Thus, in theory at least, each one of us has or at least should have an influence on 
international law-making.  The question is whether and in what way the theory is actually the 
case. 

The presentation will examine the role of individuals in the formation of international 
law.  It will focus on international treaty law. The first part will explain the process of forming 
international law and posit a theory of the people’s will in that connection.  The second part 
will look into the correlation between the popular will and international law-making. The final 
part will assess ways of increasing individual participation in cross-border law-making in the 
interests of enhancing the inclusiveness of the international legal order. 

https://hkuems1.hku.hk/hkuems/ec_hdetail.aspx?guest=Y&ueid=44010
mailto:joycef@hku.hk

